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49  The Nobleman and the Thresherman - Mr Anderson

1
A gentleman there lived in the village of late,
he had an over-thresher and his family was great;
he'd a wife and seven children, and most of them
                                                                were small;
he'd nothing but his labour for to maintain them all.

2
The gentleman he came to his thresher one day,
'Oh come, my brave fellow, come tell to me, I pray,
You've a wife and seven children, and most of them
                                                                are small;
how do you manage for to maintain them all?'

3
'Sometimes I do reap, and sometimes I do sow;
hedgin' and ditchin' likewise I do go.
Nothin' come amiss to me, cart, harrowing or plough,
and so I get my living by the sweat of my brow.

4
My wife she is willing to join in the work,
we do live happy and comfortable and we do not provoke.
Times are very hard and we are very poor,
but so we keep the landlord and the bailiffs from the door.'

5
'Now, my good fellow, you've spoke well of your wife,
you shall live happy and comfortable for the rest part of your life.
Fifty acre of good land I freely give to thee,
to maintain your wife and your large family.'


